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CMS Clarification on Bed Rails


AHCA requested and received clarification on the use of bed rails from CMS. AHCA shared the information received with members. It has been reviewed by Mary Jane Carothers, IHCA VP, Quality Improvement & Clinical Affairs. 

“While we were hoping for clearer guidance from CMS regarding the use of bedrails, IHCA believes that the information provided does not require facilities to remove all bed rails from resident beds," said Mary Jane. "Instead providers should focus on the assessment of the individual resident's need for bed rails and on creating systems that ensure bed rail safety assessments are completed prior to use and regularly thereafter." 

"Residents and families are required to be advised of the risks and benefits of using bed rails if they are deemed appropriate. Proper documentation of these steps should help ensure that providers remain in compliance with regulations," Mary Jane added.
[bookmark: _GoBack]See the document, Clarification from CMS about RoPs related to use of bed rails, received from Debbie Lyons, Health Insurance Specialist with CMS.
After reviewing the document, questions can be directed to Mary Jane Carothers at IHCA.  
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