Determining your county’s level of community transmission
Facilities should be checking their county’s level of community transmission to determine the frequency of routine testing and use of eye protection. Facilities are reminded that their method to determine testing frequency and use of PPE should be outlined in their organization’s policy or procedure and applied consistently. As the CDC’s COVID Tracker is updated daily and changes can occur, facilities are encouraged to choose a designated time each week to check the data source for that week’s determination. (For example, every Monday before noon)
Below are the steps to determine your county’s level of community transmission. 
Step 1: 
Navigate to the CDC COVID Data Tracker using this web address: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
Step 2: 
Choose the state and county in which the facility is located. 
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Step 3: 
Choose “Community Transmission” from the Data Type dropdown box. The Map Metric will change automatically once the Data Type selection is made. 
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Step 4: 
Locate the Case Rate per 100,000 population. 
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Step 5:
Compare the Case Rate per 100K to the table below to determine the category in which the facility is included. For the example given above, the county would fall into the Moderate category, as 27.76 falls between 10 and 49.99. 
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Step 6:
Document the findings each week. 



*Note: The Department of Inspections and Appeals is aware of the challenges presented by the ever-changing and inconsistent nature of the CDC’s data source. They encourage facilities to address their approach and maintain documentation of how the determination of county level of community transmission was attained to share with surveyors upon request. So long as a good faith effort is demonstrated to make an educated decision, negative regulatory outcomes should not occur.
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Maps, charts, and data provided by CDC, updates daily by 8 pm ET'

This site provides an integrated, county view of key data for monitoring the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States. It allows for the exploration of standardized data across the
country.5 The footnotes describe each data source and the methods used for calculating the metrics. For the most complete and up-to-date data for any particular county or state, visit

the relevant health department website. Additional data and features are forthcoming.

SCounty level data are not available for territories. Territory level data is available under the Cases, Deaths, and Testing tab. Data presented here for District of Columbia may differ
from those presented on the Cases, Deaths, and Testing tab due to reporting differences for each tab. For CDC's most up to date data for District of Columbia, select District of

Columbia in the dropdown on this tab or see the map below.

The percent of the population coverage metrics are capped at 95%. Learn how CDC estimates vaccination coverage.
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Recommended actions based on current level

Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines. Get tested if you have symptoms. Wear a mask if you have symptoms, a
positive test, or exposure to someone with COVID-19. Wear a mask on public transportation. You may choose to
wear a mask at any time as an additional precaution to protect yourself and others.

Weekly Metrics Used to Determine the COVID-19 Community Level

Case Rate per 100,000 population 27.76

New COVI!

S admissions per 100,000 population 0

% Staffed inpatient beds in use by patients with confirmed COVID-19 0%




